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Q.
Why do you use "KAWAII" as your theme this year? It seems that you try

to re-define the work “KAWAII" to be more than the meaning of “cute” .
Would you please interpret more about the theme this year? And how did
you decide it?
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A.

This time we had an exhibition in New York. It was a big challenge for us.
We selected “Kawaii” as a theme for our exhibition because this Japanese

word has recently come to be understood in America. Today illustrations
with a motif of girls have been very popular and widely accepted in Japan.
They are called “girls illustrations” and have been established as a new
genre of illustrations. Illustrations by Blue Roses are also included in this
genre. We thought that “Kawaii” was a nice theme for “girls illustrations”
to be recognized as a special genre of Japanese illustrations by Americans
who are not familiar with this kind of illustrations.

“Kawaii” is very close to “cute” in the meaning, but in Japan it is used in
many ways, like cute, beautiful, gorgeous, etc. Whenever Japanese women
find something nice, they say “kawaii.” Each of illustrations by Blue Roses
members has its special expression. In this sense we think the theme of
“Kawaii” is suitable for our exhibition.
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